
bn C.1n you ebborate on that? 

Do you. do you feel tbat he really Ilad ell. I n1.':II1, w~:; he really interested in ill 

promoting democra<:y in Thailand'l 

lmeall wasil' t he as Jonathan said, just monopolizing the patrcn~ge system and if he 

did just sort of sleep walk into this hero of democracy eh eh image that you're 

portraying here I mean is he really a demD~ral:c person? 

Is he a democratic politician really? 

I don't know. And "":Isn't this just a very accincntal hero we've got here th<:lt you 

that are promoting at the moment') 

.Iakrapop: 

He, he was a product. he is a product of patrOluge system and autocracy who try to 

be more democratic than he might ever be. 

He battles all the time between being a liberal llusiness person and a police ofticer. 

It is hi;; internal conflict and you need to talk tc his shrink abou1 that not me. 

But the thing is that he is good enough for me I:) work with because I need someone,
 

\'ve m:c·d someone to lead our way to eh the liglt at the end of the tunnel.
 

If Thailand is deep in patronage system the wac that the old timers had brought 

Thailand about. there is no need for eelucatioll 'vhy do we need 10 go to school, I 

mean just find some masters and you'il do fine 

Becauw you wouldn't be allowed to 5:10W you: edl:calion and ) our knowledge anyway. 

If you ·.vallt to have a country full of people wilh enecgy and pellple who wanl to 



changO' things, you hit\ e 10 providt: 11lt:1l1 will' ~\11 equ.11 time. I me:lll of yourself to 

-=xPI'\:~s yours\': If in tllaT society. 

To arswer Peter's question, I believe that Kllln T\l.Iksin has been trying to dcmocr3tic. 

People of his generations is hardly democratic. even dt:ll1ocratic fighters turn Ollt to 

be very dictatorial when you work with them ,;Josely. 

Some democrutic fighters in Thailand beat tht'ir wives. 

That's ten·ible. 

\\/l1at kind of demonacy is that'? 

So it is a battling between democracy and atlt(JcTac:y that he, along with the rest of 

this generation has to do. 

I don't presume to say what he is, but eh I am ,;.ayi:1g that when I said he is sleep 

walking into changing policies, what I mean is thar. he did not intend to grab power 

from the old patronage system, he did not 1<110,; that the war W;)s on going, he did not 

know that poor people have been owned by somebody else. 

That's why he blurt Ollt some words without bowing how hUli it might be to people 

who heard it. 

He said at one point before I became spokcsm'1l1. 

l1e sad it he said that ''I'm tired of this poor nan's brokers." 

People who talk abuut poor people anti povert) all the time and didn't do J damn 

thing abo\lt it. 



You know you cOllldn'( give people spirit ins:e;Jd ofh<'tter lift: 

Y 0\\ (;,I1111"t gi ve Ihem projects') 

They need results. 

So th~t's how he operntcs his mind. 

That':) why I think that sometimes he is sleep 'Nalking in tht: sense that he didn't 

know the impact of what he did but he realizeJ the impact of..,,11at he did later on. 

So Wh;lt we talking about is a collective leade:'ship actually. 

rIwhin was not di(;tatorial. 

I was working with him, [ would be the one who will ;;tep away from him if he was. 

But he's merely a person who stick to the gun :md try to get the job done no leaders
 

of Thai ever like that;;o it was dictatorial of mind of people because you stuckro
 

your gun.
 

You insisted thJt it had to be done under your kadership and that could be 

constr.led by some people have been dictatori.,1. 

But if you met him ill person you spent sometimes with him, you would know that he 

i..;, he doesn't have that grain in his body. 

So ['m not saying tl1<1t he is a supennan, but hE is better than til(' old leaders that
 

I was told ell to respect.
 

I would rather work \lnderneath a half ~ood COlllm(Ol~el than an .:mpty noble. You see. 



·/(Jnatl13Il:
 

Thank you Khun .Iakrapop. Simon
 

Simon:
 

Simon Montlake frl'll1 the Clu-istian Sl:i~nce t>.lonitor. Khun Jakrapop. will yOll be eh
 

conte,ting the lip coming elections on Dec~ml)·:;r 2':;rd. if so. yUH know. which pMy
 

yon will be joining alld can tell you H5 anythirg ahour what that pal1y stands for or
 

may lin for Th'-liland')
 

And jf you decide that will you not be joining this election since you campaigned
 

against the constitution, will you be doing In} other kind of action whether on the
 

streets or whatever to. you know, to make your political point?
 

Jakmpap:
 

Well thank you Simon, eh we had 377 seats ir parliament and we was, we were
 

ovcrtl·u·own.
 

So maybe the victory in an election might not be the whole thing or the whole point. 

. So eh, all of us; some orus, who were campai~ning atSanam Luang are now 

considering whether or not we should be joining the e'.cction if you would join the 

election it means that we need a new forum to :'eveal even more. 

The election campaign for us would b,: anothe; SamllTl Luang Slage, if we would join 

the election, but if we would not join the e!ectilln, it would mC,\>1 that we would 

find something out~idt: the electoral process to do; in (.rder to protect the system 

it;clf if we can. the be~;t way we can. 

We an; not pridil1g of l.lurselves of heing, you I now Ill': guardia 1 of anything, hut we 

tried, or we would die trying. 

The party which I ell we would belong: anythilig Thai Rak Thai, anything Thai Rak 



I'hai, 1t could be calkd. you know, Thai Ln\(' Chine"". you kllOW, that's fine. you
 

kIlO'W, I would belong to that pany,
 

Jonathan:
 

HClha Next question l'etcI
 

Peter Collins:
 

Hello, Peter Collins from The Economist and maybe [ could through a couple, a a
 

split question to both of you. Em from what'" c: read the PPP has lots of eh former
 

TRT \1Ps and 1guess enters the electiun campaign unless something happens as a ti'ont
 

runner, em so a 2 parI question: eh I what do vou tliink that what will be done to
 

stop the PPP from winning? and 2 what do yOLl both think about a govenllnent or a
 

.. gm:erning pat1y led by Sainak?
 

Jakrapop:
 

Eh let me make sure that I got your question rlght. the first question: what would
 

stop PPP ti'om winning?
 

Peter Collins:
 

What. what what is going to stop. What is goil:g to be done to stop them winning'!
 

Jakrapop:
 

The tactics of the other side
 

Pel~r Collins:
 

Yes indeed. yep, and second is what do you both think ofa gO\'~ming party or party
 

in the government led by Samak, what 5011 of1,crsoll do you think he is?
 




